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That’s difficult. And takes a long time.
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 A scale is a set of notes ordered by pitch (or frequency)
 Do  Re  Mi Fa  So  La  Si   Do  (fixed Do – Do is always the note C)
 Do  Re  Mi Fa  So  La  Ti Do  (movable Do – Do is the root of the scale, regardless 

of which note that may be)

 A scale tells you two things
1. Which notes to use (technically, the sequence of intervals)
2. Which note to start on
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 An Interval is simply the distance between two notes
 Major 2nd – 2 half steps
 Perfect 5th – 7 half steps
 Major 7th – 11 half steps

 A Scale Degree is the distance of a note to the root of 
the scale
 It’s still an interval, but more specifically defined
 Supertonic – a Major 2nd, but only from the Root of the Scale
 Dominant – a Perfect 5th, but only from the Root of the Scale
 Leading Tone – Major 7th, but only from the Root of the 

Scale
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C D  E  F  G  A  B  C

All of the white keys on a piano
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Many, MANY 
modern songs 
follow the “1,4,5” 
chord progression
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